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This year, our world has turned upside down. For some, it’s been the worst year ever. For
others, it was a year of opportunities. Opportunities to slow down and figure out what is truly
important in life. Opportunities to spend quality time with family and to appreciate those
people that you can no longer spend time with because of isolation and risk. Some people
discovered skills that they would have never found within themselves. The world is popping
out new mini chefs and bread makers, we are learning new languages and creating art.
Reading books more and checking off things on our never ending ‘to do’ list. Mostly, we are
finally getting a much needed chance to breathe.
Our school was closed to the kids for the entire Term 2. However, we took this as an
opportunity to make things even better at Baobuyu. How many times have we heard
ourselves saying, “If I only had more time…” Well, we did. And we do, and we totally took
advantage of it. For the last 4 months, we’ve been checking things off of our “To Do” list. The
teachers have been working incredibly hard every day to learn the computers and typing. We
have set up mini competitions and each month we learn a new skill which the teachers love.
Good effective communication was the first on our list, followed by
how to write exciting and fun lesson plans and evaluations. The
month of July we held a very competitive workshop on Listening
Skills. We all had great times working hard to achieve our goals and
all of us came out a little smarter as a whole. I have also been
working with Memory and Gladys (one of our children’s grandmother)
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teaching them how to make chitenge bags and cute felt
animals so that we can sell when tourism starts again. And
Memory has been working super hard with our parents to
make sure that our school is in tip top shape and squeaky
clean for when we get the word to open. For some team
building and in celebration of our borehole, we went on a safari
in our National Park. This is the first time we have ever been
given a chance to do something all together as a school.
Thank you to African Safari Experience and your amazing
team for giving us this opportunity!
One of the biggest accomplishments of our school also
happened this year. WE GOT A BOREHOLE! Or if you don’t
know what a borehole is, it is water!! As everyone knows,
water has been the biggest challenge of our school simply
because, for 20 hours a day, we didn’t have any. And running a
school for preschoolers with buckets has been a challenge of
a lifetime! With the kind donations from Women United! and
from friends in Europe, we were able to achieve this
momentous goal! I still shake my head and sometimes fear
that I just dreamt it. (but no, it’s really true)
As you are aware, your money for school fees not only
supports an underprivileged child to come to school, but it also
supports the running costs of our entire school. It pays for
salaries, our vegetable garden, water, electricity, our school
certificates, books, resources, council fees, food and so much
more. We are so grateful that during this worrying time, we
don’t have the added pressure of also finding money to pay
our teachers. We have no support from our country and we
are simply able to survive, all because of you. We have
painfully seen many NGO’s starting to close their doors, simply
because funding has been lost. We are extremely grateful.
Now, onwards and upwards. This month we are normally on
Term 2 break until mid-September but we are continuing to
take this opportunity to better ourselves. Computers and typing
are still on the agenda as
well as lesson planning and
more challenges. We have
heard rumors supporting
both ways that schools will
reopen in September and
also rumors stating that we
will be closed until 2021.
Only time with tell and we
shall wait patiently and
continue to make the most
of this time. Oh, we also
made an awesome dance video to cheer everyone up! We
hope you enjoy!! And also dare you not to dance….
There is as old African Proverb that states, “Every misfortune
is a blessing”.
I think Africans are pretty wise.
Warm regards, Tammy and all of us here at Baobuyu
xoxo
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